From its 
earliest his- 
tory over a cen- 
tury ago, Scherer- 
ville and its people 
have displayed a vast 
store of vision, dynamic 5 
determination, industrious- gy © 
ness, and perseverance in Sogn 
building a genuinely pleasant, rs 
solid, and forward looking com- 
munity. The early settlers’ determi- 
nation reclaimed thousands of acres of 
rich soil from what was then marsh land 
near the southern tip of Lake Michigan. The 
community today enjoys the fruits of this pio- 
neer effort, possessing some of the most produc- 
tive soil in the State of Indiana. 

Its people have been the greatest asset of this pleas- 
ant community since its earliest days. People like the 
visionary A. N. Hart who saw a great potential beyond 
the useless marsh. People like Nicholas Scherer who 
conquered the extreme hardship of the land and care- 
fully planned and laid out a community where others 
had simply given up and moved westward. These and 
other early settlers recognized the value of knowledge 
and education for the progress of their community. A 
community that would benefit from the wisdom of its 
future leaders. It was, therefore, natural that the first 
order of the town upon its incorporation in 1866, was a 
new school. Today, the town has an excellent school 
system for the education of its young, and its location 
makes available within easy commuting distance a 
wide selection of colleges and universities. 


The _ pio- 
neering spirit 
of the commun- 
ity has enabled it 
to keep step with the 
times in almost all as- 
pects of life. John Thiel’s 
1870 blacksmith shop was a 
sort of ‘regional shopping cen- 
ter’ of those days. It not only at- 
tracted customers from the entire 
Calumet Region, but also helped the 
growth of the community by giving it 
more prominence in the area and by help- 
ing attract more small-scale industrial activi- 
ties to the region. Times may have changed 
> but the spirit has not been dampened. The mush- 
~ room shaped water tower (Aquatore) which is now a 
familiar sight throughout the nation and the world, was 
first built in Schererville in 1959. 

The present town elders are now leading the way to 
some important innovations that will affect the com- 
munity for many decades to come. Programs for hous- 
ing, recreation, commerce, industry, education, sports, 
cultural activities, and many others, are being carefully 
evaluated and implemented. Their purpose is to main- 
tain the tranquil nature of the community along with 
providing many and varied social, religious, education- 
al, and economic opportunities for the members of this 
rapidly growing community. 


The town 
of Scherer- 
ville is located 
at the intersection 
of U. S. Highways 30 
and 41, just below the 
southern tip of Lake Mich- 
igan. The area has long been 
a major junction for travelers, 
east-west as well as north-south. 
Old Indian trails became the wagon 
roads for settlers, railroads for com- 
merce and industry and now, motor 
roads and expressways. A ten minute drive 
from the town connects the motorists with 
one of the most comprehensive interstate net- 
works in the nation, linking this region with major 
commercial, industrial and residential centers in all 
directions. Approximate driving to downtown Chicago 
is forty minutes; O’Hare International Airport, one 
hour; Milwaukee and Indianapolis, two and a half 
hours each; Detroit, five hours; St. Louis and Cleve- 
land, five and half hours. Commercial and industrial 
traffic is served by an excellent network of railroads, 
harbor facilities on Lake Michigan, O’Hare Airport and 
major truck routes. 

The total incorporated land area of the town is ap- 
proximately five and a half thousand acres and is 
characterized by low rolling uplands south of U.S. 30 
and primarily flat bottom land north of this highway. 


The surface 
of the up- 
lands has good 
natural drainage 
while most of the 
bottom land has been 
ditched and drained in 
order to expand agricultural 
and urban development. 

The soils dominating the north 
half of the town are primarily sandy 
loam soils and sand which, under nor- 
mal circumstances, are quite adequate 
for any type of urban development. The 
soil along the original alignment of U.S. 30 is 
a silty clay loam characterized by gently rolling 
topography. The area is also quite suitable for any 
type of urban development. 

The climate is characteristic of the northern Ohio- 
Indiana-Illinois belt extending along the Great Lakes. 
Since the town is situated at the southern tip of Lake 
Michigan, its climate is milder than neighboring Chi- 
cagoland, due to the moderating effect of the Lake. 
The prevailing breezes keep the area free of air pollu- 
tion caused by the major steel producing centers to the 
north and gives the area a greater number of sunny 
days. Most major winter storms pass to the north of the 
town on their normal west-to-east path over the lake 
into southern Michigan. 
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The town 
government 
has a ‘‘popular” 
foundation and 
functions through 
representative public 
officials chosen by the 
eligible voters on regular 
recurring election days. Town 
elections are held in odd num- 
bered years in which elections for 
county, state and national offices are 
not held. The town fathers have always 
recognized and honored the primary prin- 
ciple of good government, namely, that 
any government must serve the needs of all its 
citizens. Government arises from the will of the 
governed and must be sensitive to their will. The 
municipal administration has a long and sacred tradi- 
tion of respecting the rights and dignity of each mem- 
ber of the community. 

The elected officials of the town of Schererville con- 
sists of four members of the Board of Town Trustees 
(called the Town Board) and a Clerk-Treasurer. Each 
Town Trustee represents one ward, but is chosen by a 
vote of the entire town for a four-year term. The Clerk- 
Treasurer represents the town at large. The Trustees are 
empowered to fill vacancies occurring on the Town 
Board. 

The Town Board elects a president from among its 
own membership and is responsible for the control 
and management of various government activities 
within the town. The Board is charged with the re- 
sponsibility of purchasing and maintaining real 
estate necessary for the various town services. It 
builds and maintains town buildings, streets, sidewalks, 


; and sewers. 
ae To meet. its 

financial re- 
sponsibilities, the 
Board levies taxes 
within the = statutary 
limitations. Such taxes 
are subject to review by the 
County Board of Tax Adjust- 
ment and the State Board of Tax 
Commissioners. The overall pattern 
of the town’s growth is the Board’s 
charge, and it does so through its plan- 
ning commission. The Board appoints the 
» Chief of Police and the Fire Chief, as well as 
three town residents to serve on the metropoli- 
tan police commission, which is authorized to 
oversee the performance of the police department. 
Responsibility for the operation and maintenance of 
facilities for the collection and disposal of refuse in the 
town is also that of the Board’s. It further carries out all 
that is necessary for the improvement of health, educa- 
tion, recreation, development, and the general well- 
being of the town and its residents. 

The Clerk-Treasurer has custody of the records, 
books and papers of the Board of Town Trustees; han- 
dles the funds of the town under the direction of the 
Board of Town Trustees; issues licenses; has custody of 
the town seal; asministers oaths and takes depositions. 

The Board of Town Trustees has recently created an 
Economic Development Commision with power to 
enter into lease arrangements with prospective indus- 
tries, to acquire land and construct or remodel build- 
ings for such leases and to finance such projects. 


Scherer- 

ville is a 
place to live 
and so muchmore 

_ it is a place you 
can proudly call home. 
Here one finds the har- 
mony and_ security that 
make him want to plant his 
roots. In Schererville one can 
discover the secret of oneself grow- 
ing closer to the rolling wooded 
countryside and to warm and welcoming 
neighbors. One cannot live here and feel 
alone. Living here means letting oneself be 
oneself with people who care. Here is not just 
a town, but a community of people with a heri- 
tage of strength and stability and a vision of growth 
and promise. 

Schererville’s friendliness and hospitality make it a 
safe place to live. Because this is a community that 
cares, it is relatively free of serious crime. The streets 
are safe to walk anytime of the day or night. This is a 
welcome difference from most other communities 
across the nation with the alarming increase in major 
crime. Because the residents know one another here, 
Schererville’s well trained and well equipped police 
force offer the citizens the maximum protection of life 
and property. The Police Department and top-rate 
Volunteer Fire Department stand ready and able to 


meet any 
and all emer- 
gencies. 


In these days of 

rapid change and im- 
personal relationships, 
the people of Scherer- 
ville have been able to keep 
alive that rich spirit of good 
neighborliness. Neighbors here 
are bound together by a common 
concern, and they are there in time of 
need. One doesn’t stay a stranger here 
for long. A welcoming smile and helping 
hand are the rule and not the exception. Life 
is too much worth living for neighborliness to 
be neglected in Schererville. 
While the people themselves are the heart and 
reality of any community, the setting does much to set 
a tone and character of a city. This is certainly true of 
Schererville. The past lives on in the present in such 
landmarks as the original house of the city’s founder, 
Nicholas Scherer, which still stands on Wilhelm Street. 
Strong and secure as the town itself, the tall shagbark 
hickories, the graceful lindens, and the mighty oaks 
stand as protecting witnesses to the past and promises 
for the future of Schererville. Spring brings a burst of 
new life as clouds of white dogwood and the flushed 
glow of redbud trees signal a new growing season. 


Scherer- 
ville is a city 
with pride — 
proud to be itself. 
The residents work 
hard to give that extra 
touch of beauty as each 
spring they are busy plant- 
ing new trees and caring for 
the flower and vegetable gardens 
which flourish in the rich northern 
Indiana soil. Schererville also takes a 
justifiable pride in its homes. Some date 
back to the turn of the century, while at 
the same time a variety of contemporary 
styled homes and townhouses and apartments 
witness the acceptance of the new and innovative. 
The old and the new make a highly successful blend 
reflecting the openness and creativeness so typical of 
Schererville. 

Living in Schererville offers a pleasantly temperate 
variety in climate. January, the coldest month, has an 
average temperature of 22.5 degrees. August, the hot- 
test month, has an average temperature of 74.4 de- 
grees. Spring strikes its particular charm ushering in 
summer with a green velveted countryside. And fall 
brings nature to a restful pause with the rich russet and 
cherry red maples. Each turning of the seasons is a 
delight in northern Indiana. 


Part of 
Schererville’s 
spirit and stabil- 
ity comes from 
the various religious 
and service organiza- 
* tions which foster a mu- 

tual concern of people for 
people. Their goal is an en- 
~ fiched and fuller life for each 
individual. This same spirit con- 
tinues through the school system. Its 
creative program of learning aims at 
forming adults for tomorrow who will be 
alive to themselves, to their community, and 
to the world. 
Schererville has the best of two worlds—its own 
quiet and secure residences, convenient shopping 
and recreational centers as well as the availability of 
metropolitan Chicago with its seemingly limitless cul- 
tural opportunities, professional sports, and recreation- 
al resources. Also in an hour or two driving time one 
can be in some of the finest hunting, fishing, and boat- 
ing areas in the country. 

But more than anything else, Schererville is a good 
place to call “home,” to plant roots, and to grow with 
neighbors who have a tradition of living and growing 
well. Schererville is a home for now — a home for 
the future. 


The found- 

ing fathers of 
Schererville rec- 
ognized indis- 
pensible value of 


zens. Thus, 
the schools 
offer a full 
range of sports, 
musical, cultural, 
quality education for and other extracur- 
every citizen. As early as 2a ricular programs to the 
1853, before the town was a ‘ An students throughout the 
even officially incorporated, year. Intramural and varsity 
the residents of the area voted a competition in almost all major 
tax upon themselves to provide sports, school bands and musical 
free public education for their chil- © programs, plays and forensic events, 
dren. This early devotion to the search ~ and field trips to interesting historical 
for knowledge now bears fruit as witnessed and educational sites constitute an inte- 
in a high school, two middle schools and gral part of each child’s education. 


several grade schools — each with a standard ES Schererville’s library system with its 214,833 
of excellence typical of the town’s quest for the coe adult books and 97,547 juvenile books serves the 
highest quality. ___ students in their quest for learning in this age of in- 
The community and the schools work hand in hand © formation. Yet the overall pace of the educational sys- 
to help develop the inquisitive young minds of their tem is geared to the development of each child with 
children to the fullest extent. Overcrowding in schools regard to his or her own special needs. 
has been meticulously avoided and the students to In view of the rapid recent and expected growth of 
teacher ratio is among the lowest in the State. Nation- the community, the town leaders are continually mak- 
ally known experts from area industries, businesses ing sure that the increase in enrollments does not, in 
and universities are not uncommon as guest speakers any way, lower the excellent standards of educational 
in classes at all levels. Additionally, such world re- programs maintained thus far. 
nowned places as the Museum of Science and Industry, Several excellent universities and other specialized 
Adler Planetarium, Brookfield Zoo, Museum of Natural programs for higher education are available within easy 
History and numerous others in the Chicago metro- commuting distance. Most of these institutions offer 
politan area are practically at the doorsteps of the day and evening classes at the graduate and under- 
town and are taken full advantage of by the schools. graduate levels in the areas of liberal arts, business, 
In addition to imparting the most current data and engineering, medicine, nursing, management, law and 
discoveries in the various academic subjects, the numerous other areas. 


schools are devoted to the full development of the 
young into well rounded, healthy and cultured citi- 


Recrea- 
tional facili- 
ties available in 
and around the 
town of  Scherer- 
ville are surprisingly 
rich and varied for a com- 
munity of its size. Two of 
the most important recrea- 
tion complexes in Northwest 
Indiana are located within the town 
boundaries. The Scherwood Club is a 
semi-public club that offers the only 
championship eighteen hole golf course in 
the region. It also boasts an olympic size 
swimming pool, outdoor tennis, archery, excel- 
lent dining and other recreational activities. The 
Omni 41 is an ultramodern facility that emphasizes 
indoor sports activities. It offers the most complete 
sports complex in the region with indoor tennis, swim- 
ming, handball, year-round indoor ice skating, health 
club and dining. Presently, Omni 41 is the largest 
indoor sports facility in the nation. 

The community presently enjoys three spacious pub- 
lic parks along with well equipped playgrounds in each 
of its schools. There is an active summer park program 
with instructional programs for a number of different 
activities. Baseball is perhaps the most active of the 
activities for the youngsters, and the town is known 
throughout Northwest Indiana for its winning baseball. 

Only about a half hour drive from the town is the 
Indiana Dunes National Shore with its nationally known 
beaches, magnificent sand dunes, camping and picnic 
areas, hiking trails and other outdoor attractions. It 


also hap- 
pens to be 
the only place 
in the entire mid- 
west where enthu- 
siasts can get involved 
in the new sport of soar- 
ing through the air under a 
specially designed kite. A little 
further north, on the eastern 
shore of Lake Michigan, one can 
find uncrowded and secluded beaches 
to enjoy the sand and surf. There are 
some excellent marianas with provisions 
for boat storage, repairs, and exchanges. Sail 
boats as well as power boats of all shapes and 
sizes can be accommodated, and the summer 
racing programs are very popular. Excellent fishing 
is available in Lake Michigan and other lakes and 
streams in the area. 

Some nationally known dining establishments are 
located either within the town boundaries or at short 
driving distances. Additionally, the rich and varied 
Chicago area restaurants, only forty minutes away, 
offer delectable cuisine from almost all parts of the 
world. 

The almost staggering cultural and recreational facil- 
ities of the Chicago area are but a few minutes away. 
Theatres, museums, art galleries, race tracks, zoologi- 
cal gardens, major lakeside facilities, and others too 
numerous to mention, offer almost unlimited choices 
to the young and the old, to the adventurous and the 
timid, to water lovers and land lubbers. For all, what- 
ever their taste, Schererville has a time and place for 
fun and play. 


The qual- 
ity of health 
services  con- 
cerns every indi- 
vidual—both young 
and old. Schererville is 
fortunate to have in and 
near it some of the finest 
medical facilities found any- 
where in the United States. In the 
immediate Schererville area some 
twenty doctors serve the medical 
needs of the community. Besides gen- 
eral practice there are specialties in sur- 
gery, obstetrics and gynecology, pediatrics, 
internal medicine, orthopedics, psychiatry, and 
family medicine. In addition, several clinics in 
nearby Hammond and Merrillville offer an unusually 
wide range of medical specialties. Ambulance service 
to the eight hospitals of the area is available on 24 hour 
call. These hospitals offer over 2,000 bed facilities and 
the immediate attention of their emergency rooms and 
intensive care and cardiac units. 

Local doctors have the added medical resources of 
the Chicago metropolitan area. Referrals may be made 
to any of Chicago’s medical schools—University of 
Chicago, University of Illinois, Loyola University, and 
Northwestern University. Also within a half hour’s driv- 
ing time are such world renowned hospitals as Billings 
Hospital's diagnostic center, Children’s Memorial Hos- 
pital, Cook County Hospital’s burn center, and St. 
Catherine’s Hospitals special cardiac surgical unit. 
These are to name only a few of the more famous. 

Ample facilities are available in Schererville for 
general dental care in addition to oral surgery and 
orthodontia. 


The Lake 
County Men- 
tal Health Clinic 
provides a broad 
spectrum of service. 
In addition to the gen- 
eral psychiatric and fam- 
ily counseling program, 
the Clinic places special em- 
phasis on child and adolescent 
problems. A full-time psychiatrist 
heads the clinic assisted by a staff of 
full accredited psychologists and psy- 
chiatric social workers. 

The Lake County area also provides a numer- 
ous selection of nursing homes for either the 
convalescent or geriatric patient. 

Much of the credit for Schererville’s safe and tranquil 
atmosphere must go to her well trained and well equip- 
ped police force. The new police department building 
is the center coordinating the force. City police, if 
necessary, can call upon all of the facilities of the State 
Police Post also located in Schererville. 

Fire protection is very efficiently covered by the 
forty man volunteer company which has been rated 
one of the finest in the state. The up-to-date equipment 
includes two pumper trucks, one ladder trucker, one 
grass fire unit, and one emergency vehicle. 

The city provides garbage pick-up. Its new sewerage 
treatment plant has been built for a capacity three 
times that of the present peak demand. 

City streets are illuminated by mercury vapor lamps 
giving an added safety factor to both pedestrian and 
motorist. 

Schererville is a town where people care. It is also a 
town where people are well cared for. 


During the 
past few 
years, the area 
surrounding Sch- 
ererville has been 
growing at a very rapid 
pace. This growth, which 
is expected to continue in 
the future, has sparked new 
life into the town’s commerce. 
One of the major beneficiaries of 
this commercial growth has been the 
area along the town’s two major thor- 
oughfares (U.S. 30 and U.S. 41). The inter- 
section of these two major roads is already 
substantially developed and supports restau- 
ranst, motels, a large office plaza, automobile 
service outlets, and a variety of other businesses. 
From the intersection, the commercial development 
extends both north and south as well as east and west 
along Routes 30 and 41. 

This and other growth patterns have been carefully 
studied and the future plans call for an orderly growth 
of commercial areas within the community. Basically, 
three types of commercial areas are envisioned: (1) A 
centrally located commercial core encircled by major 
thoroughfares that will connect with or be part of the 
major road network of the community. This area will 
provide for a compact development of retail shopping 
facilities along with a full range of business and per- 
sonal services. (2) Four neighborhood convenience 
shopping centers located adjacent to major intersec- 
tions near the various residential areas in the town will 
cater to the convenience type goods and service needs 


(groceries, 
drugs, per- 
sonal services) 

of the immediate 
residential neighbor- 
hoods. (3) The vehi- 
cular oriented commer- 
cial development along the 
intersection of U.S. 30 and 

U.S. 41 already offers a wide 
variety of facilities for convenience 

shopping, in addition to personal 
services such as banking, motels, auto- 
mobile related services and restaurants. 
Also available are modern office spaces at 
attractive rentals. Sufficient land area has been 
set aside for the development of these and other 
commercial facilities to satisfy the needs of the com- 
munity far into the future. Just a few miles east on U.S. 
30, one of the nation’s largest covered shopping centers 
is nearing completion. This, along with other conveni- 
ently located shopping centers, provides the residents 
of Schererville easy access to a great variety of shop- 
ping for home and the family. 

The recent and expected future growth of the com- 
munity has also opened up attractive opportunities for 
many other types of commercial enterprises such as 
real estate agencies; developers of residential, com- 
mercial and industrial properties; engineering and arch- 
itectural firms; insurance agencies; retail outlets; 
sports, recreational, and entertainment facilities, and 
many other commercial enterprises demanded by an 
active, growing community. 


The town 
recognizes 
the role of a 
strong industrial 
base in stimulating 
other types of urban 
growth and in generating 
the tax funds necessary to 
expand public improvements 
and services. For this reason, the 
town has set aside over 1,500 acres 
of choice land for industrial expan- 
sion. 
The proposed industrial sites are bisected 
by three major railroads and are flanked by 
two major highways. The sites have easy access 
to both the north-south and east-west interstate 
highway system, linking the community to the entire 
nation. The major steel producing centers of Gary and 
Burns Harbor are also in the immediate area. There is a 
large pool of highly trained labor available in the area 
for almost any type of manufacturing facilities. There 
is no shortage of electric power, fuel and water for in- 
dustrial use. The Northern Indiana Public Service Com- 
pany is currently undertaking major expansion pro- 
grams that would satisfy the growing energy needs of 
area industries for many years in the future. Large mar- 
ket, distribution, and supply centers are also close by. 
The area also offers excellent business and financial 
services along with some young and dynamic manage- 
ment consulting firms. 

At least three universities near the town grant under- 
graduate and evening graduate degrees in industrial 
management, business administration, various branches 
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; eral arts, law, 
and others. These 
and other _ institu- 
tions of northwest 
Indiana also have exten- 
sive certificate programs for 
such things as computer tech- 
nology, accounting, engineering 
technology, and many other techni- 
cal subjects. Some of these institu- 
tions also conduct executive programs 
for middle and top level executives on 
: topics of current interest. Many professors 
from these universities assist various area busi- 
nesses in a consulting capacity. There are current- 
ly three industrial parks within the town boundaries 
which have been carefully designed to avoid clashing 
with residential areas. Their wooded, park-like atmos- 
phere successfully blends in with the town’s quiet tone. 
They also provide greater efficiency and economy by 
offering some common facilities such as parking areas 
and access roads. The town stands ready to negotiate 
attractive terms with new manufacturing organizations 
who would consider locating their operations in one of 
these parks or on other attractive land available within 
the town boundaries. 

The Economic Development Commission and the 
Chamber of Commerce would be ideally suited to work 
with new industrial units to render useful assistance in 
many areas of concern. The town already has several 
light manufacturing units and welcomes new units of 
this type as well as clean, heavy manufacturing units. 
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In 1966, 
the town of 
Schererville 
formulated com- 
prehensive — guide- 
lines for the long-range 
development of the com- 
munity in order to avoid the 
haphazard and unbalanced 
development witnessed in many 
other growing communities. The 
major objective of these guidelines 
has been to develop a vibrant, well- 
rounded, modern community while main- 
taining the tranquil and pleasant neighbor- 
hood environment enjoyed by the residents of 
over a century. 

The guidelines are based ona careful assessment of 
the town resources and thirty-year projections of demo- 
graphics, commercial, industrial, and community activ- 
ities and provide decision criteria for such variables as 
land-use and open lands; schools and shopping dis- 
tricts; transportation; cultural and public facilities; and 
municipal services. 

The residential aspect of the guidelines calls for the 
maintenance of low density housing mixed judiciously 
with medium density housing units. Several areas of sin- 
gle family homes with large, well-kept lots have already 
been developed while others are in progress. The housing 
needs of younger families, older couples who prefer 
apartment or condominium living are satisfied by a grow- 
ing number of multi-family units. The location, quality, 
and suitability of these units is carefully evaluated in 
order to achieve a well-balanced and pleasant living en- 


vironment 
throughout 
the community. 
Some very desir- 
able acreage has 
been set aside for in- 
dustrial use and there al- 
ready are three industrial 
parks in the community. Im- 
portant facilities such as rail- 
road frontage, easy truck access, 
water power, sewerage, labor and 
others are easily available. The town is 
ideally located in relation to large distribu- 
tion, supply and market centers and provides 
easy access to both the north-south and east- 
west interstate highway system. The heavily indus- 
trialized areas of the region to the north of the town 
provide excellent opportunities to industries located 
in Schererville. 

Such favorable environment has already attracted 
many light industrial units into the community. Some 
clean, heavy industrial units will also find the town’s 
location potential excellent. An Economic Develop- 
ment Commission for the town has recently been es- 
tablished. This Commission will streamline the indus- 
trial and commercial developments of the town and 
will provide assistance to interested industry in mat- 
ters of site location, demographic information, labor 
supply, energy needs and others. In addition, first rate 
financial and other business services are available to 
serve the needs of rapidly expanding industry in the 
area. 


One way 
to measure a 
town is by its eat * 
growth, since " NY JA 
good places to live “ Wy ys 
tend to attract people “Y 

to move there. Scherer- 
ville is one of those towns 
which has been attracting 


Its growth has been constant, 
healthy, and vital. Well thought out 
city planning has been the key to the 
city growth. Schererville’s population has ) 
risen from 2,875 in 1960 to 4,316 in 1974. City 
analysts project a population of 15,000 by 1980. 
Schererville’s housing growth is keeping stride 
with its population growth. By 1973 there were 1,250 
homes in Schererville, and of these 95 per cent were 
home-owner property. During the three years previous 
to 1973 there were 316 new homes and 160 new condo- 
minium units constructed. 

The very high percentage of homeowners in Scherer- 
ville indicates the obviously limited number of rental 
homes available. There are, however, 376 apartment 
units located in the city. 

This very high percentage of homeowners points to 
the stability of Schererville citizens and explains the 
vital concern for the quality of growth which has al- 
ways been a trademark of the town. With prudence 
and foresight the Town Board has drawn up its master 
plan. While seeking expert consultants, they evolved 
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care. Thanks to 

their vision the 
most recent growth 
of the town has caused 
none of the “growing 
pains” suffered by other 
cities across the country. This 
same vision has anticipated the 
projected growth into the 1980’s 
and will assure that progress will 
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move forward smoothly and steadily. 


Municipal services— water, gas, electricity, 


@e% n\g sewerage, roads, police and fire protection— 


are more than adequate for today’s needs, and 


; oe 3 
[ @ @ “ effective planning has seen to it that these services 


will be available when and how they will be needed 
in the future. 

While figures may be impressive, there is much that 
must be said beyond the mere reciting of population 
growth statistics. The larger and more significant ques- 
tion is—What does this growth mean in terms of qual- 
ity? 

Schererville is part of vital northwest Indiana. The 
entire six county area is blessed with a diversity of labor 
potential as well as with a diversity of industry. The 
region is growing. This growth should not be inter- 
preted in raw numbers alone, but also in terms of the 
quality of life, for the enlightened leadership of govern- 
ment and industry are designing a future rich in cul- 
tural, social, and recreational opportunities. 

Schererville looks to a future of not only more life, 
but to a better life for more! 
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EDUCATION: 

*Number of Elementary Schools (K-5): 2 (868 students) 

*Number of Junior High Schools (6-8): 1(582 students) 

*Number of High Schools (9-12): 1(1,897 students) 

*Total Number of Teachers: 39+ 

*“Number of Parochial Schools (1-8): 1(401 students) 

*Number of Private Schools (9-12): 1 (500 students) 

*Vocational Training Facilities: at Lake Central High School 

*Nearest Colleges and Universities: Indiana University Northwest (Gary), St. Joseph’s (East Chicago), 
Purdue University Calumet Campus (Hammond), Valparaiso University (Valparaiso), Valparaiso 
Technical Institute (Valparaiso). 


UTILITIES: 

“Electric Service By: Northern Indiana Public Service Company 

*Gas Service By: Northern Indiana Public Service Company 

*Water Service By: City of Schererville (source: 3 wells; future source by mid-1975: Lake Michigan) 
*Telephone Service By: Illinois Bell Telephone Company 


(Rates on any of the above on request) 


COMMUNICATIONS: 
“Newspapers (daily): Hammond Times (68,000); Gary Post Tribune (70,000) 
*Radio Stations: AM: WJOB, WWCA, WLTH; FM: WYCA, WLNR 
*Television: VHF: Channels 2, 5,7, 9, 11(Chicago) 
UHF: Channels 26, 32, 44 (Chicago) 
*Outside Radio Received: Chicago 
*Outside Television received: Chicago 
*Outside Newspapers: Chicago, Gary, Hammond 


FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: 

*Banks: Calumet National Bank (assets $122,000,000) 
Bank of Indiana (assets: $164,000,000) 
Hoosier State Bank (assets: $81,819,000) 

*Savings and Loan Association: First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Gary 
(assets: $100,000,000) 

“Prevailing Interest Rates: 5% to 8% 


TRANSPORTATION: 
“Highway Route Numbers: Toll Road: I-90; Interstate: I-80, 1-94, |-65; U.S.: #41, #30 
*Rail Lines: Penn Central; Michigan Central; E.J. & E. 
“Truck: Number of lines, 7; Number of terminals, 2 
“Airport: Gary, (7,000 ft. runway); Griffith, (2,300 ft. runway) 
*Nearest Major Airports: Midway (Chicago); O’Hare (Chicago) 
“Bus Lines: Greyhound (inter-city); Trailways (inter-city) 
LOCATION: 
to: Chicago, IL (NW) 31 miles 

Indianapolis, IN (SE) 160 miles 

Detroit, MI (NE) 270 miles 

Toledo, OH (E) 210 miles 


*all information as of September, 1974 


x) SS POPULATION: 
\Y *1960 Census: 2,875 
"ad *1974 (est.): 4,300 
*1980 (est.): 7,500 


ty) cO os “Standard Metropolitan Area (Hammond-East Chicago-Gary): 


546,253 


& *Population Retail Trading Area: 700,000 
‘4 CLIMATE: 


*Coldest Month: January (22.5 average temperature) 
4 *Hottest Month: August (74.4 average temperature) 


*Annual Average: 48.6 degrees 
4 *Number of Days Under 32 degrees: 129 
< “Number of Days Over 90 degrees: 17 
< *“Wettest Month: August (6.19 inches) 
< “Annual Total of Rain: 44.19 inches 
*Driest Month: February (0.92 inches) 


TAXES: 

“Corporate Adjusted Gross Income Tax: 3% 

“Corporate Gross Income Tax: (two rates) .5% (for utilities & services) 

2% (merchants & manufacturers) 

(both taxes are being phased out over a twenty year period at rates of .025% and .1%, respectively) 
(Corporations compute both taxes and pay only the higher tax; payment is due quarterly) 

*Annual exemption: $1000 per corporation 

“Corporate Supplemental Net Income Tax: based on corporation’s adjusted gross income apportioned 
to Indiana minus the above corporate tax (whichever is higher); rates are 2% through 1974, to 2’%2% 
through 1976, and to 3% in 1977. 

“Individual Income Tax: flat 2% rate after exemptions 

*Annual Exemption: $500 for taxpayer, $500 for spouse, $500 each dependent 

“Sales Tax: 4% (no tax on food items limited to home comsumption) 

“Use Tax: Gasoline: 8c per gallon; Cigarettes: 6c per pack 

“Property Taxes: Assessed at 33%% of True Value (including land, buildings, and personal property) 

“Total Rate Within City $14.60 per $100 Valuation 

“Corporation Filing Fees: $30 for under 1,000 shares; 2c per share on the first 200,000 shares; 1c per 
share on the next 800,000 shares, and .2c on all additional shares. 


HEALTH AND WELFARE: 
“Hospitals: Community Hospital (100 beds), in Munster 
Our Lady of Mercy (431 beds), in Dyer 
St. Margaret’s (521 beds), in Hammond 
*Number of Doctors: 20 
*Number of Dentists: 1 
“Number of Ambulances: 1 
“Other Special Health Facilities: Hammond Clinic, Jones Clinic 
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